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The preparation of this map was 
financed in part through a grant 
provided by the North Carolina 
Coastal Management Program,
through fundsprovided by the 
Coastal Zone Management Act
of 1972, as amended, which is 
administered by the office of 

Ocean and Coastal Resources 
Management, National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration.

Map is to be used for general 
informational purposes only.  

Spatial data used to generate this 
map was gathered from disparate

sources and represent a condition 
at a fixed period in time.  

100% accuracy of spatial data to 
current circumstances cannot be 

guaranteed. 
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Non-coastal wetlands/propable 404 wetlands 
(NC-CREWS) - Section 404 of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act (the Clean Water 
Act) defines wetlands as areas that are 
inundated or saturated by surface water or 
ground water at a frequency and duration 
sufficient to support, and that under normal 
circumstances do support, a prevalence of 
vegetation adapted to life in saturated soil 
conditions. The North Carolina Coastal 
Region Evaluation of Wetland Significance, 
or NC-CREWS, is a watershed-based 
wetlands functional assessment model 
that uses geographic information systems 
(GIS) software and data to assess the level 
of water quality, wildlife habitat, and 
hydrologic functions of individual wetlands. 
The primary objective of the NC-CREWS 
wetland functional assessment is to provide 
users with information about the relative 
ecological importance of wetlands for use in 
planning and the overall management of 
wetlands.  NC-CREWS produces 3 possible 
overall wetland rating scores: Exceptional 
Significance, Substantial Significance, or 
Beneficial Significance.  NC-CREWS also 
evaluates the potential risk to watershed 
integrity if identified wetlands were "lost".

Source: http://dcm2.enr.state.nc.us/
                 Wetlands/nccrews.htm
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