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  ----------------Criteria and Rating------------------- 
Layer Name Least 

Suitable 
Low 

Suitability 
Medium 

Suitability 
High 

Suitability 
Assigned Weight 

 0 -2 1 2  
Coastal Wetlands Inside  Outside   
Exceptional and Substantial 
Noncoastal Wetlands 

Inside  Outside   

Estuarine Waters Inside  Outside   
Protected Lands Inside  Outside   
Federal Lands Inside  Outside   
State Lands Inside  Outside   
Beneficial Noncoastal Wetlands  Inside  Outside 1 
High Quality Waters  Inside  Outside 1 
Storm Surge Areas   Inside  Outside 2 
      
Flood Zones   Inside  Outside 2 
Significant Natural Heritage Areas   < 500'  > 500' 2 
Hazardous Substance Disposal Sites   < 500'  > 500' 1 
NPDES Sites   < 500'  > 500' 1 
Wastewater Treatment Plants   < 500'  > 500' 1 
Municipal Sewer Discharge Points   < 500'  > 500' 1 
Airports   < 500'  > 500' 1 
Developed Land   > 1 mi .5 - 1 mi < .5 mi 1 
Primary Roads   > 1 mi .5 - 1 mi < .5 mi 2 
Water Pipes   > .5 mi .25 - .5 mi < .25 mi 3 
Sewer Pipes   > .5 mi .25 - .5 mi < .25 mi 3 

Total     23 

Source: Land Suitability Analysis Technical 
                  Manual (NCGIA and DCM)

The Holden Beach Land Suitability Analysis
utilized the state recommended feature 
layer weights.

Western Half of Island                                                                Eastern Half of Island


